
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 4, 2013 
Title:  The Believer and the Result of a Father’s Love 
Text:  1 John 2:28-3:10 
Theme: Because the true believer is the object of the Father’s love certain results 

inherently follow.  Because true believers are the recipients of the Father’s love 
there will be a loathing of sin and a love for the brethren. 

 
Introduction: 
Pastor John’s primary thought is the powerful outworking and application of the Father’s love 
on and in and through His people.  The Father’s love pushes out sin and pulls in others.  
Passages like 1 John 2:28-3:10 have been used in several different ways.  First, some would 
read such a passage as a means of determining whether one is or is not a Christian.  It is as if 
one’s moral purity secures the Father’s love.  He loves me because I do not sin.  It is used as a 
litmus text whereby we know we are Christians because we keep ourselves from sin and we 
love people.  Such thinking produces significant anxiety and uncertainty in the godly.  Most 
people who fight against sin and for joy in Jesus are IN JESUS.  Another way people read this 
text is to separate one’s initial salvation from one’s ongoing activity.  A failure to hate sin and 
love others is to lose one’s reward and standing in heaven, but still gain access to heaven.  You 
will not go to hell, but you will also have nothing to show for your life in heaven.  Such 
thinking produces a false distinction between my position in Christ and the outworking of His 
life in me and through me to those around me. 
 
As Pastor John has done earlier, he is drawing a distinction between those within the church 
and those who have left the church.  Pastor John is not saying Christians do not have to work 
in the areas noted of fighting against sin and loving one another, but Pastor John is saying both 
of those activities are natural for children of the Father. 
 
If I showed you a picture of an alligator, every one of us knows what that thing will grow up 
to become.  He is alligator born, he is alligator breed and when he dies he will be alligator 
dead.  Why, because the seed of the alligator is within him.  We also know that if you plant a 
specific and particular seed you will get a specific and particular product.  Nothing can change 
that.  Pastor John knows this.  Those who have God as their Father are born of God and His 
seed remains in them and they produce a pushing against sin and a pulling in of Christ’s body, 
the church. 
 
Pastor John has given us a world that has two parts.  You are either confessing your sin and 
need of the Savior or you reject sin as non-consequential and thus see no need of a Savior.  In 
our passage, 1 John 3:10 will help us understand the thrust of this text.  The bottom line for 
Pastor John is rather simple, “If God is your Father, then you are born of Him and you look 
like Him.” 
 
As we mentioned in the introduction to the previous section, there are various opinions about 
where this section begins: with 2:28, 2:29, or 3:1. Beginning the present section at 2:28 allows 
the three addresses to the readers as “Children” (2:12, 2:18, and 2:28) to stand in parallel, so 
this is the most logical solution. There is also a problem with where the section ends, with 
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interpreters frequently proposing 3:3, 3:10, and 3:12. The best choice among these is 3:10, 
because the last two verses of the section, 3:9-10, form an inclusion with the first two, 2:28-29, 
with many of the same themes repeated: remaining or abiding, being fathered by God, doing 
righteousness (2:29) versus not doing righteousness (3:10), and the manifestation of the Son of 
God (2:28) compared to the manifestation of the children of God (3:10). Within the section, all 
of 3:1-3 is a parenthesis in which the author reflects on what it means to be fathered by God, a 
subject he has already mentioned at the end of 2:29. The flow of the argument is then resumed 
by 3:4, which is in opposition to 2:29.1 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The nature of our God 
 

A. Our God is a Father (3:1) – this establishes the familial nature of our relationship. 
 
Consider with me Pastor John’s opening statement, “Behold, what manner of love.”  There is 
an element of wonder, of marvel as Pastor John considers the Father’s love.  It is as if Pastor 
John is astonished as he ponders the depth of the Father’s love that is able to move a guilty 
sinner to the place of a divine son. 
 

B. Our Father is righteous (2:29) 

C. Our Father loves (3:1a) – He is gracious in calling us into His family. 

D. Our Father is fruitful (3:1b, 6, 9) – He has children.  His children abide and are 
born of His seed. 

 
E. Our Father is pure (3:3) 

F. Our Father is coming again (2:28; 3:2) 

II. The certainty of His victory over sin (vv. 3:5, 8) 
 
III. The certainty of our victory over sin (2:28; 3:2, 6, 9) 

 
I see the connection between verse 27 and 28.  The connection appears with ABIDE IN HIM. 
 
Verse 28 – the shame is a result of not abiding.  Abiding equals salvation.  This issue is crucial 
– is it lifestyle or is this JEUS? 
 
For further study connect the idea of confidence with the Book of Hebrews.  The word is 

παρρησια parrhesia. 
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In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. (Eph. 3:12) 
 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. (Heb. 4:16) 

 
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, (Heb. 10:19) 
 
And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. (1 John 2:28) 
 
Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. (1 John 3:21) 
 
Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so 
are we in this world. {our love: Gr. love with us} (1 John 4:17) 
 
And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us: {in: or, concerning} (1 John 5:14, KJV) 
 

Verse 29, the issue is practice righteousness.  The outcome of not practicing righteousness is 
not shame/embarrassment but damnation. 
 
Compare Gen. 2:25; 3:10 w/ Joel 2:26, 27.  NO SHAME; NO CONDEMNATION. 
 
Verse 28 – abide w/ v. 29 – practice. 
 
What is righteous behavior, but to believe Jesus is the incarnate Christ. 
 

IV. The certainty of our activity (3:3) – “just as so also” 
 
The issue isn’t necessarily your behavior [because there are plenty of non-confessing people 
who live pretty moral lives].  The issue is whether or not you are born of God.  Those who are 
born of God push against sin and pull in others. 
 
Outline #2: 
 
I. The Love of the Father (vv. 1-3) 
 
Those whom the Father loves are described by four conditions. 
 

A. Its identification (v. 1a [“we are called the children of God”]) 
 
Because the Father has given us His love, we are identified as His children.  It is interesting to 

note the idea behind “called” (καλεω). In the historical context of the word, “to name” is to 
“own.”  God calls us His children and in so doing He owns us.  We are identified as His. 

 
B. Its separation (v. 1b [“the world does not know us”]) 
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The world’s hatred of us is because of its hatred for God.  Because of our identification with 
the Father, there is alienation from the world.  A love from God draws us away from a love for 
the world. 
 

C. Its glorification (v. 2 [“we shall be like him”]) 
 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be (Future Indicative): 
but we know that, when he shall appear (Aorist Passive Subjunctive), we shall be like him (Future 
Indicative); for we shall see him (Future Middle Indicative) as he is” (1 John 3:2,KJV) 

 

“Like” οµοιος. It means “like, similar, resembling.”  Our English word “homogeny” is a 
transliteration of the Greek.  We shall be like our Lord and that is without sin. 
  

“See” οπτανοµαι. It means “to look at, behold.”  It is our English word optometrist.  The 
reality of His appearance is certain. 
 
When the reality of His appearance comes to pass so shall our ultimate glorification.  This is in 
direct keeping with the thoughts of Paul in Romans 8:29, 30. 
 

•  29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. (Rom. 8:29, 30) 

 
D.  Its sanctification (v. 3 [“every man purifies himself”]) 

 
The one who is loved by the Father seeks to habitually (Present Active Indicative) imitate His 
Father.   
 
The idea behind “purify” is that of making ceremonial clean (John 11:55; Acts 21:24, 26; 24:18).  
It is the desire of God’s people to abstain from sin and to live in obedience to the Father.  It is 
our ambition as true believer’s to manifest our position in Christ as one’s who are purified. 
 
The idea of sanctification is the revealing of Christ in our earthen vessels.  It is our ambition to 
have Christ seen in us.  To put off the old man and to put on the new man is to be purifying 
yourself even as He is pure. 
 
It is the desire of all who are loved by the Father to live a life reflective and imitating the 
Father (1 John 1:7; 2:6). 
  
Verses four through twelve address the issue of our sanctification.  It flows from vv. 1-3.  For 
the sake of clarity we will outline it under a distinct idea. 
 
II. The fighting against sin (vv. 4-12) 
 
In the first chapter some in John’s audience denied sin’s presence altogether.  By denying its 
presence, they hoped to deny its reality. John stressed two points.  First, the believer is marked by 
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a walk reflective of the Lord Jesus (1:7) and second, the believer is sensitive to sin thus its 
occurrence solicits the action of putting off (“confession” 1:9).  Others saw sin’s presence as the 
reality whereas the opposite was to be true.  Sin’s absence is to be the believer’s reality (2:1).  It is 
the same thought stressed in 2:1 that John again emphasizes in 3:4-12. 
 
The believer needs to abstain from sin and is quite capable of doing so (Marshall, p. 175).  John 
notes four aspects of sin which should result in our hatred of it. 
 

A. Sin’s Definition (v. 4) 
 
The one who practices (present active participle) sin is without law.  Sin is without law.  Sin is 
in opposition to and in rebellion against all authority.  Sin declares its autonomy from all 
things.  Sin will not bow its knee before the authority of Christ.  Sin knows nothing of 
surrender.   
 
“To commit sin is thus to place oneself on the side of the devil and the antichrist and to stand 
in opposition to Christ.”2   
 
How can we who claim the name of Christ live in rebellion to His authority? 
 

B. Sin’s Destruction (vv. 5, 8b) 
 
Through our Lord’s perfect life and sacrificial death He took away sin and destroyed the 
works of the devil. 
 
Jesus took upon Himself our sins in order that He might take them away (John 1:29; 1 Pet. 2:24; 
Heb. 9:29). 
 

• The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. (John 1:29) 

 

• Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. (1 Pet. 2:24) 

 

• So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation. (Heb. 9:28) 

 

Calvary destroyed the devil’s power.   
 

• And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in 
it. (Col. 2:15) 

 

• Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; (Heb. 2:14) 

 
Does it not seem incredible that we would participate in that which our Lord came to destroy? 
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C. Sin’s Distinction (Vv. 6-8a, 9) 
 
Sin is very distinct.  It is a qualifier of people.  Sin is a trespasser in the life of the believer and 
a tenant in the life of the unbeliever. 
 

• 6 Whosoever abideth (present active participle) in him sinneth (present active indicative) not: whosoever 
sinneth (present active participle) hath not seen him, neither known him. 7 Little children, let no man 
deceive you: he that doeth (present active participle) righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 
8He that committeth (present active participle) sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth (present active 
indicative) from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil. 9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit (present active indicative) sin; for his 

seed remaineth (present active indicative) in him: and he cannot (ου δυναµαι [present indicative]) sin, 
because he is born of God. (1 John 3:6-9) 

 
The passage is very clear.  Those who are marked by sin are not of God.  Those who are 
marked by righteousness are of God.  Sin identifies the unsaved. 
 
“The life of the child of God is not characterized by sin (1 John 3:9). The life that is still 
dominated by sin is still controlled by the devil and has never been born again (1 John 3:8).  
John recognizes a continuing sin nature, and the possibility of isolated acts of sin.”3  Notice the 
note sounded.  Believers are to be marked by sinlessness, not sinfulness. 
 
Burdick notes this principle, “the general rule, then, is that the Christian does not habitually 
practice sin, and the person who does continually engage in sin has never come to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord.”4   
 
Our passage again draws us into the realm of positional sanctification and practical 
sanctification.  Positionally we do not sin for we cannot sin.  Apparently we have the ability 
because of our position in Christ and through the enabling ministry of the Holy Spirit to say 
no to sin.  Thus, it is possible for us not to practice sin.   
 
Lewis Sperry Chafer put it this way, “There is a very important difference to be observed 
between the two phrases not able to sin and able not to sin.”5    We are not saying that a Christian 
is not able to sin, but what we are saying is that a Christian is able not to sin. 
 
There will always be periods of struggle against temptation and in one’s fervor and love for 
Christ, but we cannot deny the reality of our standing in Christ. 
 

D. Sin’s Demonstration (Vv. 10-12) 
 
Sin is demonstrated or displayed along two distinct lines. There are two families that identify 
all of humanity, the family of God and the family of the devil.  The offspring of each bear the 
family name and will resemble their father.  Those who are born of God are like God in that 
they are not marked by sin.  Those who are born of the devil are like the devil in that they are 
marked by sin. 
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1. Sin Is Seen Through The Practice Of Unrighteousness (V.10a) 
 
2. Sin Is Seen Through The Hating Of One’s Brother (Vv.10-12) 

 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Let us go back to our seed picture.  Over the last couple of years my wife and I have grown 
acorn squash.  We plant acorn squash and we get acorn squash.  The interesting thing about 
this squash is the way it looks.  Some of the squash looks exactly like you would expect it to 
look.  Others of it look like bowling balls.  They’re huge and round will very few ridges.  This 
year some of our acorn squash has the shape of zucchini.  I would swear its zucchini, but its 
squash!  How do I know its squash?  I know its squash and not zucchini because I planted 
acorn squash and when I cut it open no matter what it looks like on the outside, on the inside 
its squash.  Sometimes this is what the Christian looks like.  You would have a hard time 
guessing what they are, but at the end of the day when they are ‘cut open’ they are Christians.  
Believe me, there is a great day of cutting open when we will all stand before God and be 
shown for what we are, but how tragic that in this life we left others wondering what we 
actually were. 
 
Martin Luther gave these four practical responses to sin. 
 

1. The flesh cannot be eradicated but should be bridled and subdued (Col. 3:5). 
2. Resist evil by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16). 
3. Sanctification comes through meditation on the Word of God and invocation of Christ 

(Rom. 12:2; Col. 3:1-3). 
4. The warning of eternal punishment if sanctification is neglected (1 Tim. 6:12). 

 
Are you resting in His finished work?  Are you appropriating a grace that is more than 
abundant?  Listen to the words of Elmer Towns as he summarizes Martin Luther’s 
understanding of personal holiness. 
 
“Like his doctrine of justification, it is theocentric—as God justifies man, God also sanctifies 
man. By faith, man appropriates the active process of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, 
which in turn purifies the man, frees him to fulfill good works, bringing glory to God. Man’s 
sanctification is never to the glory of a man, as though man could glory in any holiness of his 
own. Even in sanctification, Luther’s watchword becomes paramount: soli deo gloris.”6  
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